
October 2, 2009

The Honorable Barack Obama
President
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Obama:

I am writing out of frustration after attending the Department of Interior’s Public Meeting on the
California Water Crisis on September 30, 2009. The meeting. led by Secretary Salazar, only
resulted in more rhetoric and delay tactics that hurt not help the farmers in my district.

While I support a study by the National Academy of Sciences (NAS) on the questionable science
used in the Fish and Wildlife Service and the National Marine Fisheries Service’s biological
opinions, this action does nothing to provide relief and water to the dry San Joaquin Valley. In
fact, another six months of studies without tangible actions to provide immediate water
deliveries, will put many family farming operations, who have been farming in the San Joaquin
Valley for generations, out of business. In December, the Delta pumps will once again shut
down to protect the Delta Smelt while the federal government stands by studying. This action
sends the very water into the ocean that the farmers require to stay in business, while the Delta
Smelt species shows no sign of recovery.

I urge you to visit the San Joaquin Valley and see the consequences of the regulatory drought.
You ran for the office of President on a campaign of hope, in the San Joaquin Valley hope is lost.
Families who previously supplied the fresh food that feeds the nation are noc without
employment and standing in food lines. Food bank demands in the San Joaquin Valley are
o erwhelmmg and they are depending on federal funding just to keep the doors open. 1 his is
unacceptable, people must come before fish,

somc ol thc iihcst pnor1tns lot your administration ths ar iac bcer tic economy
pftALnune job os and gcncratin new jobs The fdcrri goven ment as sunk 581 bi’ ion into
Detroit’s big three automakers to sa c jobs and prevent economic hardship, vet in the San
Joaqum Valley that wallows in unemployment rates of 15 40 percent. the federal government
continues to deny a solution that would not cost a single taxpayer dollar and would potentially
sa e 40000 jobs. 1 emporarily wari ing the Endangered Species Act and continuously operating
the Delta pumps would put thousands of people back to work and food on their table.



As the most po crilil leader an the country ou ha\ c the authority to put the farmers first and
sa e thousands of lamilies li elihoods. I Large \oU to use your authority to keep the Delta pumps
continuousl operatin at lull capacity until the \AS study has been completed and a solution to
protect the fish is decided upon. Farmers. communities. and families should not bear the burden
of no ater xhile the federal government completes a study on how to protect a species nithout
destroying our critical agricultural industry in California.
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